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Last week, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Advisory Committee on Immunization 

Practices (ACIP) recommended the use of booster shots for recipients of Moderna and J&J’s COVID-19 

vaccines (CDC Expands Eligibility for COVID-19 Booster Shots | CDC Online Newsroom | CDC). This is in 

addition to the existing approval for Pfizer boosters. 

 

Eligibility for a Booster Shot 

Moderna and Pfizer: People in the following groups are eligible to receive a booster shot at least 6 

months after completion of their primary series:  

• 65 years and older  

• Age 18+ who live in long-term care settings  

• Age 18+ who have underlying medical conditions  

• Age 18+ who live or work in high-risk settings  

Please note that Moderna was approved for a half dose booster, six months or more from the initial 

series. 

 

Johnson & Johnson: People 18+ that received COVID-19 vaccine at least two months ago can also 

receive a booster shot.  

 

Receiving a Different Booster Vaccine Type: Once eligible for a booster shot, no matter which vaccine 

was received originally, people can receive a booster of their choosing: Pfizer, Moderna, or Johnson & 

Johnson. Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: FDA Takes Additional Actions on the Use of a Booster Dose for 

COVID-19 Vaccines | FDA 

 

Additional Considerations  

• For those eligible, getting a booster shot is convenient, and as simple as visiting your local 

pharmacy or doctor’s office. Additionally, if a patient is eligible, both flu and COVID-19 vaccines 

can be administered at the same visit.  

• A COVID-19 vaccine can be given at the same time as other vaccines, such as flu, shingles, and 

pneumonia.  

 

Additional Moderna Booster Information 

• Primary Vaccination: Each dose 0.5 mL.  

▪ A primary series of this vaccine is two 0.5 mL doses administered 

intramuscularly 1 month apart.  

▪ A third 0.5 mL primary series dose at least 1 month following the second dose is 

authorized for administration to individuals at least 18 years of age who have 

https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/p1021-covid-booster.html?emci=1781b99c-5e33-ec11-9820-c896653b26c8&emdi=30942051-6933-ec11-9820-c896653b26c8&ceid=9705175
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-takes-additional-actions-use-booster-dose-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-takes-additional-actions-use-booster-dose-covid-19-vaccines
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undergone solid organ transplantation, or who are diagnosed with conditions 

that are considered to have an equivalent level of immunocompromise.  

• Booster Vaccination: One 0.25 mL dose. (Half of the dose for a primary series) 

o A booster dose may be administered intramuscularly at least 6 months after completing 

a primary series with the Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine.  

• Use of Multidose Vials of ModernaCOVID-19 Vaccine 

The Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine is supplied in two multiple-dose vial presentations: 

▪ A multiple-dose vial containing 5.5 mL (10 dose vial) 

▪ A multiple-dose vial containing 7.5 mL (14 dose vial) 

 

Primary series doses of 0.5 mL and booster doses of 0.25 mL may be extracted from either vial 

presentation, preferentially using low dead-volume syringes and/or needles.  

 

When extracting only booster doses or a combination of primary series and booster doses, the 

maximum number of doses that may be extracted from either vial presentation should not 

exceed 20 doses. Do not puncture the vial stopper more than 20 times.  

 

If the amount of vaccine remaining in the vial cannot provide a full dose of 0.5 mL or 0.25 mL, 

discard the vial and contents. Do not pool excess vaccine from multiple vials. 

 

• Ancillary Kits 

All Moderna orders placed this week and going forward will come with double ancillary supplies 
to support booster doses.  If you need additional supplies for your existing stock to support 
booster doses, please email AHS.VDHCovidVaxDistribution@vermont.gov.  
 

 

Updated Resources 

• The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has updated all their EUA fact sheets: 

o Comirnaty and Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine | FDA 

o Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine | FDA – The EUA fact sheet for healthcare providers reviews 

the full dose for primary series and half dose for booster doses.   

o Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine | FDA 

• As CDC updates their website with new resources regarding booster doses we will share. 

• COCA call Webinar October 26, 2021 - What Clinicians Need to Know about the Recent Updates 

to CDC’s Recommendations for COVID-19 Boosters this call will be recorded and can be viewed 

after the live webinar. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Q: Who is eligible to get a booster?  

mailto:AHS.VDHCovidVaxDistribution@vermont.gov
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/comirnaty-and-pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/moderna-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/janssen-covid-19-vaccine
https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/calls/2021/callinfo_102621.asp
https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/calls/2021/callinfo_102621.asp
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A: For individuals who received a Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna COVID-19 vaccine, the following groups 

are eligible for a booster shot at 6 months or more after their initial series:  

• 65 years and older  

• Age 18+ who live in long-term care settings  

• Age 18+ who have underlying medical conditions  

• Age 18+ who work or live in high-risk settings  

 

For the people who got the Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine, booster shots are also recommended 

for those who are 18 and older and were vaccinated two or more months ago.  

 

Q: Will booster shots be the same formulation as existing vaccines?  

A: Yes, COVID-19 booster shots are the same formulation as the current COVID-19 vaccines. However, in 

the case of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine booster shot, it is half the dose of the vaccine people get for 

their initial series.  

 

Q: Can people mix and match vaccine brands for their booster shot?  

A: Eligible individuals may choose which vaccine they receive as a booster dose. Some people may have 

a preference for the vaccine type that they originally received and others, may prefer to get a different 

booster. CDC’s recommendations now allow for this type of mix and match dosing for booster shots.  

 

Q: Will the booster shot also be free?  

A: COVID-19 vaccines are available for everyone at no cost, including the booster shot. Vaccines will 

continue to be given to all people living in the United States, regardless of insurance or immigration 

status.  

 

Q: Will providers accept anyone who says they’re eligible to receive a booster shot? Will people need 

to show a doctor’s note/prescription or other documentation?  

A: Individuals can self-report that they are eligible and receive a booster shot wherever vaccines are 

offered. This will help ensure there are not additional barriers to access for this vulnerable population 

receiving their booster shot.  

 

Q: Does this change the definition of “fully vaccinated” for those eligible for booster shots?  

A: No. At this time, people are still considered fully vaccinated two weeks after their second dose in a 2-

dose series, such as the Pfizer or Moderna vaccines, or two weeks after a single-dose vaccine, such as 

the J&J/Janssen vaccine.  

 

Q: Where will boosters be available? 
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A: For those eligible, getting a booster shot is convenient, and as simple as visiting your local pharmacy 

or doctor’s office.  

 

Q: Is it safe to co-administer COVID-19 vaccines with other vaccines, like flu?  

A: Yes, if a patient is eligible, both flu and COVID-19 vaccines can be administered at the same visit, as 

recommended by CDC and ACIP. In addition to flu vaccine, COVID-19 vaccine can be given with other 

vaccines as well. 

 


